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Background. In atopic asthma, activated T helper lymphocytes are presentin bronchial-biopsy specimens and bronchoalveolar-lavage (BAL) fluid, and their
production of cytokines may be important in the pathogenesis of this disorder. Different patterns of cytokine release are characteristic of certain subgroups
of T helper cells, termed T(H1) and T(H2), the former mediating delayed-type hypersensitivity and the latter mediating IgE synthesis and eosinophilia. The 3 8
pattern of cytokine production in atopic asthma is unknown.

Methods. We assessed cells obtained by BAL in subjects with mild atopic asthma and in normal control subjects for the expression of messenger RNA (MRNA) B
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Background Data for trends in prevalence of asthma, allergic rhinoconjunctivitis, and eczema over time
are scarce. We repeated the International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC) at least 5
years after Phase One, to examine changes in the prevalence of symptoms of these disorders.(Asher et

al., 1995; Asher et al., 2006)-

:

Findings Phase Three was completed a mean of 7 years after Phase One. Most centres showed a change

in prevalence of 1 or more SE for at least one disorder, with increases being twice as common as
decreases, and increases being more common in the 6-7 year age-group than in the 13-14 year age-

group, and at most levels of mean prevalence(Bousquet et al.,, 2008; Constantine, Bressler, Petroni,

Metcalfe, & Carter, 2018; Guenter et al.,, 2018)..
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